
 

 

 

 News Release – FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 LOCAL AGENCIES COLLABORATE FOR DRIVE-THRU DRUG DISPOSAL 

 On Tuesday, August 25, from 3 to 6 p.m. a coalition of local agencies will provide a DRIVE-
THRU Drug Disposal event to help prevent substance misuse and reduce the risk of theft or 
overdose by encouraging people to rid their homes of unused and unwanted prescription 
drugs.  Pills, patches, or ointments can be brought to Greenwood Pharmacy at 2104 Kimball 
Avenue in Waterloo.  No liquids, needles or sharps, please. This service is free and 
anonymous. 
 
Previously, the DEA sponsored Drug Take Backs but due to COVID, the one scheduled for 
April 2020 was cancelled and the one usually held in October is in jeopardy. Additionally, many 
permanent disposal boxes have been inaccessible due to COVID mitigation efforts. 
 
This initiative addresses a vital public safety and public health issue.  Medicines stored in 
home cabinets are susceptible to diversion, misuse, and abuse. Rates of prescription drug 
abuse, the number of accidental poisonings and overdoses in the U.S. are alarmingly high. 
The National Center for Health Statistics estimates that there was a 4.6% increase in overdose 
deaths in the US from 2018-2019 while Iowa’s increase was estimated to be 26.4%. Studies 
show that most abused prescription drugs are obtained from family and friends, including from 
the home medicine cabinet.  In addition, common methods for disposing of unused medicines 
such as flushing them down the toilet or throwing them in the trash pose potential safety and 
health hazards. This event helps to address these issues. 

Unwanted, unused or expired medications can be dropped off at Greenwood Pharmacy by 

driving through the marked lane, staying in personal vehicles, and dropping a bag or box of 

unwanted drugs into a plastic tote that will be held by volunteers who will be wearing masks 

and gloves. No direct contact will be necessary.  

 

This event is sponsored and coordinated by: Greenwood Drug, Pathways Behavioral Services 
and the Black Hawk County Sheriff’s Office. Additional sponsorship includes: Black Hawk-
Grundy Mental Health, Cedar Valley Hospice, Northeast Iowa Area Agency on Aging, Northeast 
Iowa Family Practice Center, and Trinity Lutheran Church.                                         
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